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rence of Pontchartrain, and an admiral who was an
illegitimate son of the King, he loathed. There was
nothing, therefore, that he had not done during the
war to thwart the Comte de Toulouse; he laid some
obstacles everywhere in his path; he had tried to keep
him out of the command of the fleet, and failing this,
had done everything to render the fleet useless.

These were bold strokes against a person the King
so much loved, but Pontchartrain knew the weak side
of the King; he knew how to balance the father against
the master, to bring forward the admiral and set aside
the son. In this manner the Secretary of State was
able to put obstacles in the way of the Comte de Tou-
louse that threw him almost into despair, and the Count
could do little to defend himself. It was a well-known
fact at sea and in the ports where the ships touched,
and it angered all the fleet. Pontchartrain accordingly
was abhorred there, while the Comte de Toulouse, by
his amiability and other good qualities, was adored.
At last, the annoyance he caused became so unendur-
able, that the Comte de Toulouse, at the end of his
cruise in the Mediterranean, returned to Court and de-
termined to expose the doings of Pontchartrain to the
King.

The very day he had made up his mind to do this,
and just before he intended to have his interview with
the King, Madame Pontchartrain, casting aside her
natural timidity and modesty, came to him, and with
tears in her eyes begged him not to bring about the
ruin of her husband. The Comte de Toulouse was
softened. He admitted afterwards that he could not
resist the sweetness and sorrow of Madame de Pont-